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Expand Hate Crimes Statutes
In 2004, crimes against LGBT Americans constituted the third-highest category of hate crime reported.  
Obama co-sponsored legislation to expand federal hate crimes law to include crimes perpetrated 
because of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

Fight Workplace Discrimination and Promote Rights
Obama believes the Employment Non-Discrimination Act should be expanded to include sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity.  Obama sponsored legislation in the Illinois State Senate that would ban employ-
ment discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.

Support Full Civil Unions and Federal Rights for LGBT Couples
Barack Obama supports full civil unions that give same-sex couples equal legal rights and privileges as 
married couples, including the right to assist their loved ones in times of emergency as well as equal 
health insurance, employment benefits, and property and adoption rights.  Obama also believes we need 
to fully repeal the Defense of Marriage Act and enact legislation that would ensure that the 1,100+ federal 
legal rights and benefits currently provided on the basis of marital status are extended to same-sex 
couples in civil unions and other legally-recognized unions.  

Oppose a Constitutional Ban on Same-Sex Marriage
Obama voted against the Federal Marriage Amendment, which would have defined marriage as between 
a man and a woman and prevented judicial extension of marriage-like rights to same-sex or other unmar-
ried couples.

Repeal Don’t Ask-Don’t Tell
Obama believes we need to repeal the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy.  The key test for military service 
should be patriotism, a sense of duty, and a willingness to serve.  Obama will work with military leaders 
to repeal the current policy and ensure we accomplish our national defense goals. 

Fight AIDS Worldwide
Obama has been a global leader in the fight against AIDS.  He traveled to Kenya and took a public HIV 
test to encourage testing and reduce the stigma of the disease.  Obama worked to reauthorize the  Ryan 
White CARE Act, one of the largest sources of federal funds for primary health care and support services 
for HIV/AIDS patients. 

Barack Obama supports the LGBT community.

Barack Obama

on LGBT RIGHTS


